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00:01 
CD: There seems to be a fair amount of Pearl Harbor survivors in this area. 


00:08 

CE: Yeah they do. San Diego is a very popular retirement area for military. A of 
of big bases and the weather is beautiful, I mean San Diego is eighty-seven hot 
and sixty-five cold. 


00:28 
CD: my in-laws live there. I try to visit any chance I can. 


00:32 
CE: It's a vacation spot. 


CD: Absolutely. 


00:38 
CD: What was your rank and job title at this point in time? 


00:47 

CE: Well onboard ship I was, I believe, I was a first class seaman. I hadn't been 
rated yet. I got my rating shortly after the sinking of the Lexington. I hadn't been 
in the Navy too long. And in those days our boatswain mate was the top man in 
the squadron area was a second class and he'd been second class for seventeen 
years. Because the didn't have the budget, they didn't have the money to rate 
people. And after the war started they started rating them they got money and 
they could pay them. I saw him, and he was listed lieutenant commander a spot 
commission he was very very trained man he was really good so they put him in 
charge of a group. 


01:58 
CD What's the single thing you remember most about December 7" , 1941? 


CD: Did you see any of the recover efforts or the rescue efforts did you witness 


CD: As you were watching those recovery efforts and being one of the ones that 
had survived the day, what were your thoughts, trying to patch it all back 
together. 


04:35 
<<interruption>> 


04:42 
CD: So what were your thoughts about as you were trying to put this all back 


05:38 
CD: Do you remember how you felt... <<interruption>> 


06:11 

CD: When the attack was going on what were your emotions ? Were you angry, 
frustrated - describe what was going on inside of you - completely be surprise 
here. How were you feeling as you were, obviously busy, but. 


07:28 
CD: Did you lose any friends that day? 


07:29 
CE: Did I lose any what? 


07:30 
CD: Any friends anybody? 


07:34 

CE: Oh yeah, there was, I didn't know too many at the time there at Pearl 
Harbor because, that's strange, but there was one I think they called him 
Lakowa and he was, he worked there and we heard that he was going to church 
or something and he just disappeared don't know. He was the only one that I 
personally knew. The others on the other ships and stuff, things I did know few 
that were killed, but not at Pearl Harbor. 


08:20 
CD: Do you have any, how did you, tell the story about letting your parents know 
you were ok. How did that happen? 


08:29 

CE: I think I wrote them a letter. December 2™ I sent one of my nieces or aunts a 
postcard that I was in Hawaii, and I said I hope I see uncle Ben, but I, I hada 
little correspondence with my mother, because my brother, my older brother was 
there in the Navy with me. I met him Honolulu just before the war and, but I 
called her, I couldn't call her then, I wrote her a card and sent it to her. 


09:19 
CD: Have you been back to the memorial? 


09:21 
CE: Yes. Yes. 


09:25 
CD: What do you think about when you are standing out there on the Arizona? 


09:29 

CE: Well, its a, I could see the old ship, part of it, but the, I know what's in it and 
everything and that is, like a say a memorial. It's something to look at, to 
remember. I can just imagine all of the grief and stuff that it's caused and they 
gotta have some way of relieving it. I was there at the last Pearl Harbor 
Survivors Convention and that had been the first time I'd been back for a long 
time and it, I just, I can still remember the things that went on I did have a 
opportunity, about three or four years ago , in Los Angeles and I met with twenty 
about twenty pilots that had took place in the pearl harbor attack they had a 
remembrance memorial there at the Japanese unit and I wish I had been able to 
speak Japanese or understand it. Because they were, it was a nice program and 
even though you can't converse with somebody I did indirectly through an 
interpreter and one of the things that I did learn that throughout the Japanese 
Empire there are other shrines built for the men that fought in World War Two. 
Including the Americans, Australians, and stuff. So it's a situation where there's 
a lot of remembrance on both sides, or rather all sides 


11:54 
CD: What did you say to those Japanese pilots when you had the opportunity to 
meet them? 


11:57 

CE: Did you strafe me? Oh no, no , no. He knew what I said. It was a very, I was 
surprised. They were very small five foot five or five foot three. Very congenial. 
They shook your hand and bowed to you and when they had their little services 
(12:22) of it was all in Japanese, but there appeared to be a very solemn effect 
on the people I don't know if they really realized what the situation was at the 
time how they were mentally equipped for it, but now they seemed to be subdued 
very very apologetic, smiled to you, bowed to you and stuff, but it was quite, 
quite different then I had every expected. 


12:58 

CD: about a million and a half people a year go to the Arizona Memorial to pay 
their respects and to learn about what happened on december 7“ , 1941. as 
someone who lived through it and someone who had seen what happened what 
do you hope those people take away from their experience going there? 


13:22 

CE: I think that the memorial should show what is there today and what was 
there prior to there. And then, it's hard to get the people to think when they 
don't have the information the more information you can put out there the more, 
better picture they got. And I have lots of thoughts of different things that went 
on in the war and it makes me understand it a little bit better. How quick and 
how devastating it can become. And your friends, you say you go down and do 
something and he never comes back that's happened to me. How do you, you 
just live with it. (14:40) Yeah, I think the memorial is a great thing and I think in 
all areas, especially in Hawaii you get to see the different countries coming 
through. Exposure is greater, I think it's, show them what went on what was 


there after and that's it. 


15:06 
CD: What do you think Pearl Harbor has come to mean to America? 


15:12 

CE: That's a, that's the starting of World War Two with us involved that's the 
gateway to it. When you talk about Pearl Harbor, and it's been a long time ago 
though, I'd be someplace, I have a Pearl Harbor license plate on my car, I'll be 
going into a restaurant or something and I've eight ten people around me and 
there not young kids they're older and they said you were there? Weren't you , 
you know, but you weren't born then. So it's been a while and I think it's very 
important that the memories stay bright 


16:05 
CD: What's lesson of Pearl Harbor to America, to us today? 


16:10 
CE: What, I'm sorry? 


CD: What's the lesson of Pearl Harbor? 


16:13 

CE: Well I, that's a real good one. I think that one of things is that you should 
always be prepared. And I know that the sailors and the army , military men, that 
have to go out and do the work, not make the big other decisions are well aware 
of it, but being prepared mentally to know that you gotta do something when 
something happens. The preparedness part it becomes political and instead of 
spending money on military, on the military development and stuff they, it doesn't 
have to be done so they put it off. And pretty soon that day comes when you have 
to have something and you don't have it. Our military in 1941 was terrible, we 
didn't have, terrible compared to what we have today. Imagine the idea of 
shooting a eight inch gun into the water to make a splash the airplane would hit 
it, or our submarines, one of the things that I hear many many times like our 
torpedoes they were ineffective they could not control them they'd set them fora 
certain depth and some of them would porpoise go through he water-up and 
down other would take off at different angles. And the Navy, I understand, the 
Navy said fix it to the individuals which they did. They found the problems. 
Different ships , different submarines. They had to do it . But the Navy 
department could not handle it. They weren't in the position mentally or 
monetarily to get into the the task. Look how the war has changed today. They do 
everything by computer and effectively. (18:33) We didn't have that. 


18:38 

CD: Curly is there anything that I haven't asked about your experience at Pearl 
Harbor or what it means or something that happened that day, that you would 
want to share 


19:55 


CD: If you had the opportunity to say something to the men who didn't make it 
through that day, what would you say to them? 


20:03 
CE: The military? 


20:06 
CD: The men who didn't make it through the day 


20:09 

CE: i'd just say, we're sorry we didn't back you, we didn't take care of you better. 
Some of it you couldn't do it, but the, as a say, like on a ship ore a place where 
you're fighting side by side or something and something happened to you, but I 
mean like the, we should have been supplied with better information better tools 
to work with and they did that, didn't do that look what t left us that's why 
they're not here. A lot of them, some of them you can't do anything about 


21:01 
CD: Curly thank you so much for your time today. I appreciated you coming 
down sharing your story with us 


21:10 

CE: Well thank you folks for coming here and I'm very sure this is gonna have 
some effect on the people and let them see what has happened. And can happen 
again has happened in the past. The years its a continuing thing and you just 
can't let down. 


21:54 
<<room tone>> 


